38    NEW ORIENTATION
by consent, or by persuasion, if you like. But that will not be
persuasion by propaganda, but persuasion by history. Why do>
you think that we are the chosen few? We belong to the
middle-class, and there are millions and millions of people-
belonging to the same class, brought up in same atmosphere,,
with more or less the same education* We have come to the
conclusion that neither bourgeois society nor the Fascist, "New
Order" can establish human freedom; history has taught us the
lesson. Given the necessary political education, and assuming
that they are not irredeemable, others can also learn the lesson
and act accordingly.
In addition to the nationalist psychosis, there is yet another
minor psychosis, which has been inhibiting activities according
to our professed political ideas and principles; indeed, evem
preventing a clear understanding of these. Some of our
members still believe that Radicalism is nothing more than a
"slightly heretical Communism", as Philip Spratt has put it.
With tkat belief, they are naturally ashamed of doing anything
which does not conform with the standards of Communist
conduct. From what I have said, it should be clear that
Radicalism is not camouflaged Communism. We shall have to
get over the major nationalist psychosis as well as the minor
Communist psychosis, if we believe that we have something
new to contribute to the political thought and practice, not only
of our country, but of the world as a whole. A political party
which represents such a sharp departure from the beaten track
must be armed with a philosophy of its own, must have a fresh
approach to the problems of life. It is not an accident that the
Radical Democratic Party was born" of the crisis precipitated
by the anti-Fascist war. It represented the repercussion of new
ideas which have been crystallising throughout the world during
the last five or six years. We have made some contribution to
the new movement of ideas, which are bound to shape the
political practice and social behaviour of the coming age. That
is not a negligible record. Bearing that in mind, you should be
able to get over the inferiority complex resulting from the
double psychosis.
If you want the Radical Democratic Party to exist, if you-
want that your party should have a future, you shall have to